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Message fromDr. Christina Mnatzaganian, Associate Dean forExperiential
Education

Happy 2025, Preceptors!

As we embrace the newyear, we are filledwith excitement andoptimism for the opportunit ies ahead.Your
dedicat ion to mentoring andshaping the next generat ion of pharmacy professionals is invaluable to the success of
our students and the profession.Through your guidance andexpert ise, experient ial pract ice sites become
transformative learning spaces where students can grow in their clinical knowledge andprofessional confidence. I
hope youenjoy reviewing this edit ion of the newsletter.Scrolling down youʼll see recent student highlights,
preceptor accolades, andupcoming events hostedby the OEE.Please feel free to email me at
cmnatzganian@health.ucsd.edu if youhave any suggest ions for future content .Thank you for your unwavering
commitment to themission of SSPPS.We are deeply grateful for your passion anddedicat ion to fostering
excellence in pharmacy education.Here's to a fantast ic year!



Meet Greg Marciel, IPPE Coordinator

We are excited to announce Greg Marciel as the Introductory Pharmacy Pract ice Experiences (IPPE) Coordinator.
Greg brings extensive experience in administrat ive support , supervisory roles, andSSPPS, along with an academic
background in Business Administrat ion andEconomics.He is expected to be a great addit ion to the OEE team and
can be contactedvia email gmarciel@health.ucsd.eduor by phone at (858) 822-7803.

Pam McGlynn, our previous IPPE Coordinator, is moving to the Off ice of School Affairs (OSA) as a Student Affairs
Off icer, aer years of dedicatedservice with the OEE.The OEE team thanks her for her hardwork andwishes her the
best in her new role.

Save the Date:Upcoming PreceptorEvent

UC San Diego SSPPS Spring Preceptorʼs Conference and Annual Preceptor Development Program and
Annual Preceptor Excellence and Recognition Awards

Date:Saturday, April 19, 2025

Time:9:00 - 11:00 am

Locat ion:Virtual via Zoom

Tit le: “Fostering andAssessing Clinical Reasoning in Experient ial Pharmacy Education”

Presentedby:Dr.Eliza Dy-Boarman, PharmD, Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs, Director of Experient ial
Education, Associate Professor, Drake University

Credit : 1.0 hours of CAPE credit

R.S.V.P. required and registration through the following link before April 4, 2025

Zoom link:will be sent to all registrants one week before the event



PreceptorAccolades

Dr.Harminder Sikand, PharmD, PCSHP, FASHP, FCCP, Awarded 2024 ACCP Award

Dr.Harminder Sikandwas awarded the 2024 American Colleges of Clinical Pharmacyʼs Clinical Administrat ion
PRN Clinical Achievement Award.Dr.Sikandhas been a dedicatedmember of the PRN for many years, including
serving as Chair during the 2012-2013 term.With over 30 years of clinical pharmacy leadership, she has made
an extraordinary impact in the field.

Dr.Sikandʼs extensive contribut ions include conduct ing over 200 systematic formulary reviews, authoring over
200 disease-specific clinical guidelines, delivering more than 150 invitedpresentat ions, andcontribut ing to
publicat ions andposters.She has been honoredwith 22 awards throughout her career.Her exceptional
leadership andexpert ise have earnedher the dist inct ion of being a Fellowof ACCP, ASHP, and the California
Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists.

Please join us in congratulat ing Dr.Harminder Sikandon this well-deserved recognit ion!



AnthonyP.Morreale, PharmD,MBA,BCPS, CPEL, FASHP,Honored with 2024
Best Practice Department of Veterans Affairs Award

Aer an impressive 39 years of service to the VA andhealthcare systems, Dr.Morreale has off icially ret ired,
leaving behinda legacy of groundbreaking work in the field.His dedicat ion and impact on the healthcare
community have set a high bar for future leaders in the industry.We are excited to see what newendeavors Dr.
Morreale will pursue in this next chapter of his career.To learn more about his achievement and the 2024 Best
Pract ice Award, you can read the full art icle Department of Veteran Affairs.

APPE Students Recognized forTheirWork inMeds to Bed Program

We are proud to congratulate our SSPPSStudents, Larsa Goro, Maryam Koreal, andTheresa Nguyen for their
except ional work during their APPE in the UC San Diego Hillcrest Discharge Pharmacyʼs "Meds to Bed" program.
This program ensures that patients have their dischargemedicat ions in handbefore they leave the hospital,
enhancing their transit ion to home and improving their care.Dr.Adriann Deguzman, Medical Off ices South
PharmacyManager, praised their contribut ions, emphasizing that the students helpedUC San Diego Health at
Hillcrest achieve nearly 90% of dischargedpatients receiving their medicat ions before leaving the hospital.Dr.
Charles E.Daniels, Chief PharmacyOff icer andAssociate Dean, highlightedhowvaluable this experience was for the
students, not ing the clinical impact of their work in a direct , pat ient-facing sett ing.

For more details on how the program impacts click here.



Le to Right: Courtney Jang and Don Nguyen

Courtney Jang and DonNguyenWinClinical Skills Competition at CSHP
Seminar

Please join us in applauding Courtney andDon for their outstanding achievement in winning the Clinical Skills
Competit ion at the California Society of Health-System Pharmacists (CSHP) Seminar this past November in
Palm Springs, California.They competedagainst pharmacy schools from across California andexcelled in
both the written andoral components of the competit ion.

Courtney andDonʼs success is a testament to their dedicat ion andclinical expert ise.As champions, they
representedour school at the ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting in December 2024.

Well done, Courtney andDon!We are incredibly proudof you!



Anurag ChananReceives a “High Five” Award

Please join us in congratulat ing APPE student Anurag Chanan, for receiving the prest igious “High Five” Award
for excellence in patient care during a rotat ion at the VA San Diego.The patient highlightedAnuragʼs
except ional performance, not ing that he was “very patient , very knowledgeable about myhusband, andvery
professional.”

The Hospital Director also commendedAnurag, stat ing, “I commendyou for your except ional customer
service and for making a posit ive impact on the experience of this Veteran.My sincere appreciat ion for a job
well done andproviding 5-star experiences to our Veterans!”

Anuragʼs dedicat ion andprofessionalism exemplify the highest standards of care andservice.Congratulat ions
on your outstanding achievement, Anurag!



APPE Rotation Fair

As our P3 students prepare for their APPEs during P4 year, they joinedus for our annual rotat ion fair, heldon
October 17, 2024, where they networkedwith preceptors andexploredour numerous rotat ion options.

We are proud to offer hundreds of rotat ions to our students, including sites at pharmaceutical companies,
biotech firms, hospitals, community pharmacies, specialty clinics andmore.

Student andpreceptors remarkedenjoying networking andmentoring each other.Thank you to all of our
incredible preceptors andstudents for making this event such a success!

PreceptorSpotlight onYodit Teklu, PharmD,BCPS



Where did you study? Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts

What is your current title, employer and specialty? Ambulatory Clinical Pharmacist at UC San Diego Health
- Rheumatology

What inspired you to become a preceptor, and how long have you been precepting? I have been a
preceptor for about 4 years (t ime flies!) I was inspiredby the amazing mentors/preceptors who really
invested in mydevelopment andhelpedshapemy career path. It was important to me to pay that forwardand
help students build the skills andconfidence they need to be successful in pract ice.

What is the most satisfying aspect of precepting students? I love to see the growth of our learners during
their t ime with us andbeyond. I recently transit ioned into the Specialty Ambulatory care space, which is a new
area for most of our students.While there is a lot of new information to learn, it is really rewarding to see our
learners develop their knowledge andskills andapply it in real life. It brings me a lot of joy to see them
master newdisease states, lead injectable training, andnavigate challenging pat ient cases andquest ions.

Explain howyour team and facility benefit from precepting our pharmacy students. Pharmacy is
constantly changing, and it is excit ing to see hownewperspect ives and innovat ions emerge from students.As
a preceptor, I not only get to sharemy experience andknowledge, but I also learn from my students, which
keeps me engagedandmotivated in myown pract ice.We have been fortunate enough to learn from our
learners through topic discussions, in-service presentat ions, andquality improvement projects.

Do YouHave a PreceptorAppointment with SSPPS?

Benefits of a Preceptor Appointment include:

Physical andVPN access to the UC San Diego library system

Utilize the UC San Diego shutt le bus service (shutt les serve campus, UC San Diego medical centers andkey
points off campus)

Maybe eligible for reimbursement for poster presentat ions and/or professional meeting registrat ion

Eligible to register for SSPPSPreceptor Development Programs, with CAPE or ACPE credit



For more information about how to become an Aff iliate Preceptor, please visit the Experient ial Educat ion
sect ion of the SSPPSwebsite.

Contact the OEE:

Christina Mnatzaganian, Pharm.D., Associate Dean, Experiential Education

cmnatzaganian@health.ucsd.edu

(858) 822-5642

Ila Saunders, Pharm.D., Director, APPEs

isaunders@ucsd.edu

(858) 822-6839

Alex Luli, Pharm.D., Director, IPPEs

aluli@health.ucsd.edu

(858) 534-5750

Jamie Kneebusch, Pharm.D., VA Clinical Track Coordinator

jkneebusch@ucsd.edu

(858) 534-9486

Greg Marciel, IPPE Coordinator

gmarciel@health.ucsd.edu

(858) 822-7803

Karla Barranco-Marquez, APPE Coordinator

kbarrancomarquez@ucsd.edu

(858) 822-5503
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