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• Major Payne and “the Hard Stuff”
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYJk2-

FVRI4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYJk2-FVRI4


HAVE YOU READ THE BOOK, OR SEEN 
THE MOVIE “THE WIZARD OF OZ?”



• The Education Road in 
America

• What to do after 
finishing pharmacy 
school

• My world vs. your world
• Career vs. Job
• Know who you are



More Talking Points
• Things to consider 

before accepting a job 
offer

• Things every new 
pharmacist should 
know

• Reasons why careers 
are stalled

• Failure and Success
• Summary



The Education Road in 
America
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What To Do After Finishing Pharmacy 
School

Post Graduate 
Education

• Residency
• Fellowship
• Graduate School
• Masters
• PhD
• Advanced Practice 

Pharmacist
• Board Certification
• Certification Courses

Career Pathways

• Community Pharmacy
• Hospital Pharmacy
• Long Term Care Pharmacy
• Specialty Pharmacy
• Compounding Pharmacy
• Clinical Informatics
• Industry 
• Academia
• Government

Wherever your sense of imagination and 
innovation take you!







My World vs. Your World…



Really???















‘YOU HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWING 
YOUR ENTIRE LIVES’…



Know Who You Are-StrengthsFinder

• James Colbert Top 5 Strengths
– Context
– Developer
– Relator
– Arranger
– Deliberative

• Knowing who you are helps you bring value











A Few Things Every New Pharmacist 
Should Know

• Make a good first impression
• Learn about the culture of the organization
• Identify the successful people in the organization
• Become proficient at what you were hired to do
• Know what is required for promotion
• Find people who are willing to help you
• Continue to work with old mentors and look for new 

ones
• Maintain your connections with your pharmacy school
• Make going above and beyond “the new normal”
• Determine what value you bring to the organization







A Few More Things Every New 
Pharmacist Should Know

• Leave footprints-identify one thing each year for self-
improvement

• Meet with your boss each year
– Beginning of fiscal year
– Inquire about organizational goals and objectives for that year 

(how you can help the department)
• Become involved with professional organizations-enhances 

networking opportunities
• Don’t forget the basics (i.e. good citizenship, likeability, etc.)
• Important to make a friend at work
• Collaborate
• Document, Document, Document
• Never stop learning (be open to new opportunities)









WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU 
FAILED AT SOMETHING ?

• Did you give up? 
• The answer to that question is literally the 

defining moment for your character
• The characteristic that separates those who 

adapt and overcome from those who give up 
is character













Summary

• The real work is only beginning
• Important to strategize your career 

development
• Make good first impression
• Maintain strong networking activity, 

communication with mentors
• Lifelong learning
• Know yourself




